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"By Tim O'Brien
_ Washington Post Stafl Writer

The Central Intclligence
Agency has sent Harper and
Row, Inc, a detailed critique
of a book the {fimm is about to
release, saying the work will
do a “disservice” to the fight
against narcolies traffic in
Southeast Asia,

The New York publishing
house, however, has decided (o
go ahead with publication of
“Phe TPolitics of Heroin in
Souwtheast Asia” by Alfred W.

VI MeCoy. The firm *nformed the

CIA ibat. “it is our sincere
opinion that M. MeCoy's

for making changes in the
{ext.”

The hook is highly critical
of the CIA's cfforts’ to sup-
press  opinm production and
smuggling i Southeast Asia.

On July 5, CIA General

\/ Coumsel Lawrence R. Houston

wrote ta Marper and Row, ask-
ing “lo ‘sec the text” of the
book. “In the light of the per-
nicious. nature of the drug
Atraffic, allegations conecerning
involvement of the US. gov-

pation
should he made only if hased
on bard. evidence” Houston
wrote. “It is our helief that no
l'cputablé‘ publishing house
would wish to publish such al-
legations without heing as-
sured that the support evi-
dence, was valid.”

“wphis, of course, in 1o way
affeets the right of & publisher
to decide what to publish. I
find it difficult to belicve,
however, that a responsible
publishey would wish to be as-
saciated with an attack on our
government involving -the vi-
cious international drug
traffic without at least irying
to ascertain the facts,” he
wrote.

Author - McCoy, when told
{hat Harper and Row planned
to release galley proolsto the
CIA, protested. ITe argucd in a
letter to B. Brook Thomas, the
firm's vice president and gen-
eral counsel, that “submitting
the manusecript to the CIA for
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abandoning the First Amend-

ment protection against prior
censolship.” )
‘MeCoy cited “cxtralegal ac-
tions” taken by the C1A to ob-
struet the book’s publications.
He said, “Visits by the CIA to
Jlarper and Row, the. tcle-
phone calls, and the letters
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contradict it.” .
“AM MeCoy's

charges
against the CIA, both divectly
and by innuendo, have heen
repeated by editorial writers

throughoul the nation and
could creale an accepted myth
that 1he CJA has been in-

are exiraleral attempts hy fhe -
CIA to harass and inlimidate
me and my publisher.”

‘| scholarship remains unshaken|.
Jand we do not see any reason

ernment therein or the partiei-|
of American citizens|
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' Thomas replied in a July 18

Jetter, however: “We want
very much 1o publish (the
book). But we want even more
to live up to the traditions and
responsibilitics of a great pub-
lishing house as we sec them.

1f we arce forced to make ai

choice between the (wo, there
eant be no doubt what that

choice must he”

AleCoy, under “strong pro-
test,” apreed to give the CIA
an advance copy of his book.
IIe did so, he said yesterday,
“for pragmatic yeasons,”
partly because of the firm's
decision not to publish  the
worx if it were not first re-
viewed by the CTA. R

Acknowledging  receipt  of
the manuscript, CIA counsel
Tlouston wrote Harper and
Row on July 21: '
intention to ask you {o make
changes in Mr. AleCoy’s book
even if we belicve some of the
‘statements might be harmiul
to the government, 1t is possi-
ble that we might {ind some
statement which is currently
and properly classified in {he
interest of national security. If
so, we will consnlt with you,
but we bhelicve this is highly
‘un‘likc]y. Our primary interest
is 'in the wvalidity of the cvi-
dence with which Mr, McCoy
supports his allegations.”

A CIA agent hand-delivered
the agency’s formal critique of
the book in a letter dated July
28. .
“Mr. McCoy supports his
theme by citing a Jarge num-
her of allegations, assertions
and interpretations,” the 11-
page criticism said. “From an
examination. of these, it is
plain that My, McCoy has lim-
ited his citations to those sup-

pears to have ignored availa-
ble .information which might|

“1{ is not our!

volved in the drug traffic. The
iruth is that CIA hss never
been involved in the drug
“traffic and js aclively engaged
in fichting against it. We be-
lieve that the cffect of I\lr.‘
McCaoy's hook is to do a dis
service to this fight and to dis-
Lhearten the many sincere peo-
ple- in CIA who are at least as
concerned about this menace
as Mr. McCoy.”

In his bool, MeCoy argues
ithat “Aamerican diplomats and|
tsom‘ol. agenls have heen in-
“volved in the nareotics traffic

al {hree levels"-—coincidental:
complicity- by allving withi
*roups engaged in drug traf-|
ficking; abetting trafficking
by covering up for Soulhcast!
Asian {rvaffickers: .
engzagement “in the h'ansport!

and active:

of opium and heroin.” . i
The CJA critique covered;.

several, although not all, of |
the illustrations  used hy':
AeCoy Lo substantiafe his;

three charges. Yor example,
MeCoy said that Air America
—which is really a CIA
charter airline”—has been ac-
tively involved in the trans
port of opium products oul of
Taos. His sources, he said, in-
clude former Laotian chief of
staff "Ouanc Raltikene (him-
self a suspected drug smug
gler), Laotian air force com-
mander Gen, Thao Ma, &
USALD officer in Laos, and|
_MeCoy's own interviews with
officials in Laotian villages. ;

The Cia critique said: “We'
helieve the statement M.
T'aul -Velte, Managing Director
of Air America, made on 2
Junc 1972 in respouse to these
allegations, labeling them as
“autterly and absolutely false,’
clearly cxpresses the company
-and CIA views on this mat-;
er i

“General  Ouane categori-:
cally denied that Air Ameriea |

was in any way involved ‘in!
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McCoy said yesterday {that
shere are over 200 pages of
material on American op(-ra-i
tions in the Golden Triangle
area. Outl of a1 that, this is all|
they (the CIA) could come upf
with. They've only eriticizing,
ahout 2 per cent of Iy fotal!
information.” . -
“wPhe most remarkable thing,
about the CIA’s critique s}
that the agency actually zu{-i’
mitted that one of its own!
mereenary army commanders, |
Laotian Gen. Chao La, was
running a heroin lab in novii-
western  Thailand. Althouzh
(he CIA said it destroyed his
Jaboratory in mid-1971, it had
been opirating since 065 et
the agency's full Lknowledg
he said. 7 :

Flisabeth Jakab, the cditor”
handling the manuseript, said
yesterday thatl “ihe industry
has been  very cautious on
things like this cver sinee the
Clifford lrving story broke”

A source at Harper and Row

i gaid the CIA wrole the pizbe

lishing firm that it could
i “prove beyond douht™ that
McCoy's facts were wrong.

“They just didn’t do it,” the
source said, -

On TFriday, the firm wrote’,
the CIA, responding to cach of
the agency's eriticisms. The
“hest service we can reuder
the author, the CIA ang the .
general public is to publish’
the book as expeditiousty as
possible, and that is what we
intend to do.” The book is,
scheduled for release on Aug.
17.
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